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Books

By ADI SHTAMBERGER

 by Magi Otsri כותבת הנאומים
(Kinneret, Zmora-Bitan) — 
Lana Bitton, is a politician who is about to win the 
coming elections. She is running on the ticket of Mizrahi 
pride and the fight for equality. She is a self-made 
woman who came from a very difficult background, is 
highly charismatic and a first-rate speaker. Liat Knoller 
is a minor reporter who gets a tip about a secret that 
Lana is hiding from her past. She starts looking into it, 
carefully at first, but then the story draws her all in and 
changes her life.
This is a sophisticated novel that exposes the 
manipulations behind identity politics and the origin 
discourse in Israel and in general. But it is also very 
well-written suspense literature in which you can 
never be sure who is playing whom and why. Everyone 
manipulates everyone in this novel, even the author her 
readers. This is also a novel about families — all of 
the characters tend to connect any disappointment and 
difficulty in their lives to their origin and family at first, 
but soon learn that every family has its secrets, lies and 
problems, no matter their country of origin. The novel 
looks at other interesting issues such as parenthood, 
belonging, sacrifice and more, but it is in no way didactic 
or a manifest. The author leaves us readers to reach our 
own conclusions. A most enjoyable novel that will give 
you much food for thought. 

 — by Gael Faye (Modan) ארץ קטנה
Deep and senseless hatred and racism bring about one 
of the worst massacres of the 20th century. In just three 
months, the Hutu in Rwanda manage to slaughter most of 
the people of the Tutsi tribe in their country. What starts 
with much hope for democracy, freedom and equality, 
ends in a bloodbath, with the war soon drifting over to 
nearby Burundi. This is where Gabriel, Gabby, lives. He 
is the son of a French father and a Tutsi mother. After 
years of happy childhood, filled with friends and fun 
adventures, suddenly war enters his life. He is telling 
his own story and the story of his country many years 
later, when he is a young man of 33, living in Europe. 
But the events, the memories and emotions have never 
left him, and he manages to bring back to life the people 
he loved and the dramatic experiences of the war, some 
so terrible that they make you find it hard to understand 
how people can continue their lives afterwards. This is a 
sensitive and beautiful novel that helped me understand 
at least a little bit of what happened in Rwanda in 1993.

 — by Shulamit Hermesh (Korim) עגונה
A young man enters a shop in Jaffa at the beginning 
of the 20th century. He is wearing Buchari clothes, and 
seems to know the shopkeeper, whom he calls “Shlomo.” 
But the shopkeeper is known to everyone by the name of 
Avram, and he says that he does not know this man. This 
is the beginning of a wonderful family saga in which 
we find out that Avram is keeping a secret from his past 
that many people have paid and are going to pay for. 
A story filled with colorful characters you’re going to 
love, moving and engrossing. 
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Elections ֶאֶלקֶשנז

Pride ּפַריד

Equality איקּוַאליטי
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